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Course description 
This course challenges students to develop informed opinions and increase awareness of political ideologies. Students examine the 
original concepts of government and contemporary applications of constitutional principles. Current domestic and international 
governmental policy issues are examined. Special emphasis is placed on United States laws and the court system. Students study political
theory and analyze political ideologies and comparative governments. 
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Priority Standards 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Analyze and evaluate the United States government as 
established by the Constitution. 

Analyze and evaluate the United States legislative, 
political, judicial and bureaucratic institutions.  
 

Analyze and evaluate the development of individual 
rights and liberties through Supreme Court decisions 
and the resulting impact on the citizenry. 

Analyze and evaluate the formation of policy agendas, 
the enactment of public policies by government and 
their implementation.  

 Analyze and evaluate how political beliefs and 
behaviors are developed and impact the U.S. political 
system.  

 Understands civic involvement.  

Analyzes and evaluates ways of influencing national 
governments and international organizations to 
establish or preserve individual rights and/or promote 
the common good. 

Analyzes and evaluates ways of influencing national 
governments and international organizations to 
establish or preserve individual rights and/or promote 
the common good. 

Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing to support 
conclusions drawn from the text. 

Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing to support 
conclusions drawn from the text. 

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/social-studies/soc-231-232-political-science-honors


Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

 
 

Grading Categories 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 35% 

Quizzes 30% 

Projects 25% 

Class Participation 10% 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 


