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Course description* 
Students in English IV Honors complete the sequence of college preparatory work at an accelerated pace and enhance skills in literature 
and composition. Motivated by a genuine interest in reading and discussing literature, students experience a curriculum that features 
world literature, including novels, short stories, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. Themes of persuasion, critical reviews, college application 
essays, and research papers are written. 
 
 
 
 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author's 
choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. 
 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a 
point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 
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Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course)  

TESTS / LARGE ASSESSMENTS 50 

QUIZZES / SMALL ASSESSMENTS 30 

PRACTICE 10 

SSR 10 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

Materials Needed 
You have been students for a long time now and know what organizational system works best for you; please make use of that system so
that you are prepared, organized, and on task every day.  Also, make sure that you have someplace exclusive to keep your daily 
materials (SDL, notes, journaling, handouts, etc.).  A spiral notebook/folder/binder would probably be ideal.  
 
Please bring a charged Chromebook, your SSR novel, and any other supplemental text to class every single day unless told otherwise.  
 

Classroom Expectations and Procedures 
1. Show respect for yourself and others. 
2. Be in your seat and ready for SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) when the bell rings. 
3. Bring your textbook(s), Chromebook, selected SSR novel, binder, loose leaf paper, pen and pencil to class daily. 
4. Raise your hand to speak; listen while others are speaking. 
5. The bell does not dismiss you, I do.  
 

Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
Late homework will not be accepted unless you have an excused absence or tardy.  Large assignments (essays, projects, and speeches) 
will be accepted late, but will be penalized by one letter grade deduction per day late. 
 
In the case of an absence, you have two days to make up any missed homework assignments (unless there are extenuating 
circumstances - see the school policy for makeup assignments after longer absences).  It is your responsibility to retrieve, complete, and 
turn in your homework.  If you have any questions regarding the homework or missed class days, you may see me during periods 0 or 11.
In the case of a pre-arranged absence, you must see me in advance to get the work you will miss.  When submitting work after an 
absence, please write “absent” at the top of the page.  
 
If you miss a test or quiz, see me the day of your return to class to arrange for a make-up.  You will only be allowed to make up tests and 
quizzes if your absence was excused.  It is the student’s responsibility to make-up a quiz or test.  
 

Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) 
 
Depending on who your English teacher was last year, you may or may not have engaged in SSR.  If last year was free of SSR, well, 
it’s back….in a slightly different format.  We will discuss SSR and its components in more depth at a later date, but the focus of SSR 
will primarily be on reading and sharing book.  I would like you to choose books that interest you while also offering you some variety 
and challenge.  When it comes time for book selection, I will be a bit discerning when it comes to your novel choices.  In one short 
year, you will hopefully be sitting in a college classroom, so choose books that will help prepare you for that academic environment 
develop you as a lifelong reader..   

 
Participation  
Please be an active participant in both this class and your own education.  In order for this to be an engaging and fulfilling year, we must 
all contribute to this class in a meaningful way.  You will have ample opportunity to express yourself both verbally and in the written 
form, so please take those opportunities seriously by actively participating.  Speak up and make your opinions known.  Challenge 
yourself and support AND respectfully challenge both your teacher and classmates.  Hold yourself and others accountable.  Our success 
as a group depends on the contributions of each individual member, so I expect to hear and learn a lot from each and every one of you. 
And remember that every contribution, big or small, is heard, valued, and important.  
 

Welcome to a fresh, new year!  I am confident that with hard work and determination, this will be a fantastic year for you.  I look 
forward to working with you and getting to know you! Work hard! 

 
Student Signature:                                                                                                  Parent Signature: 


