
 

 
 Leyden High School District 212 

  

ENGLISH IV: HUMANITIES 
ENG 481/482 

Ms. Stolarsky 
Students, please email @    astolarsky@student.leyden212.org 

Parents and adults, please email @   astolarsky@leyden212.org 

 
"The one thing that can teach you how to think is the metaphor."  - Robert Frost 

"The act of writing has for backbone a fierce attachment to an idea."  - Virginia Woolf 

 

 Course description 
This course introduces students to the Humanities: the study of the many arts and the cultures that produced them. 
Literature, philosophy, religion, painting, sculpture, music, and architecture will be studied to enrich understanding of 
what it means to be fully human and to gain a sense of the depth, grandeur, and universality of the human spirit. 
Topics include arts and cultures of the world from the ancient to the present. All English IV courses require the 
completion of several essays per semester and a research paper in second semester. English IV courses also include 
units that develop career skills and research techniques .In addition to independent reading requirements, this English 
IV elective includes Siddhartha, Hamlet, and The Kite Runner.  
 
 
One of my favorite words is revision.  I encourage (and expect) students to reconsider, reword, reorder their ideas.  We 
will draft, revise, share, draft, revise, and share our work regularly.  We will evaluate professional and student writing 
and use these examples as models to follow, or sometimes, as models to break free from. 
 
An important policy: 
Students may revise almost every written assignment.  So, rather than fret about not being able to email me at 8pm, 
please remember to attempt the assignment.  When you are unsure, just try.  It's not acceptable to quit before trying. 
Write something; we can revise it together.  
 
Because we practice writing before I grade it, and we revise essays multiple times, there will be fewer grades in the 
gradebook than you might expect.  
 
Materials Needed 

Bring your charged chromebook, an SSR book, notebook paper, a pen or pencil, and a reasonably good attitude every 

day. 

 

Grading Categories  Category Percent Weights 

TESTS / LARGE ASSESSMENTS 50 
QUIZZES / SMALL ASSESSMENTS 30 
PRACTICE 10 
SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) 10 

 
 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F 
 
Grades in this class will be updated every few weeks and are available via the eSchool Home Access Center 
 
 

http://sys.leyden212.org/lhac/?page=login


 
 

Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's 
point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the 
text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual 
or shared writing products in response to ongoing 
feedback, including new arguments or information. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of information presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as 
in words in order to address a question or solve a 
problem. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the 
author's choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, 
how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant 
information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. 
 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which 
grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., 
satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
 

 
 

 

Credit weight: College Prep 
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https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-481-482-english-iv-humanities


 


