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"The one thing that can teach you how to think is the metaphor."  - Robert Frost 

"The act of writing has for backbone a fierce attachment to an idea."  - Virginia Woolf 

  

Course description 
 

This foundation course emphasizes reading development and critical thinking strategies through exploration 
of various genres of increasingly complex literature and literary nonfiction.  Units of study provide students 
with an understanding of the devices used by writers in each genre in order to construct meaning.  Students 
encounter important, representative texts that illustrate the genre’s norms as well as those that experiment 
with the form.  Possible readings include John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, William Shakespeare's Romeo & 
Juliet, and Homer’s The Odyssey. Students process compositions each semester in response to these texts, 
thinking abstractly about how writers assert personally and globally relevant ideas or arguments.  Students 
receive instruction about sentence and essay construction, and they learn to write well organized 
compositions in narrative, expository, and argumentative styles. In this course of study, students become 
ready for college entrance or the workforce by developing flexible reading strategies and by thinking critically 
about universal concerns. 
 

One of my favorite words is revision.  I encourage (and expect) students to reconsider, reword, reorder their 
ideas.  We will draft, revise, share, draft, revise, and share their work regularly.  Because I allow revisions on all 
written work, very few assignments have rigid deadlines. I accept late work on anything EXCEPT small daily 
homework assignments.  
 
You may (and should) revise all writing assignments as many times as you want.  Please tell me when you 
finish revisions and ASK me to reread and re-grade your writing (send me a link to the revised work too).  I 
enjoy talking to you about your writing, so please ask me for help when you draft and revise. I am available 
before and after school almost every day -- just tell me in advance, so I know to expect you.  
 
 
Materials Needed 
Bring your charged chromebook, an SSR book, notebook paper, a pen or pencil, and a reasonably good attitude 
every day. 
 

 
Credit weight:  Honors 
 

 
 

   core curriculum map 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-121-122-english-i-hn


Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 
(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 
mystery, tension, or surprise. 

RL.9-10.9: Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., 
how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid 
or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 

RL.9-10.3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. 

RL.9-10.6: Analyze a particular point of view or 
cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 
from outside the United States, drawing on a wide 
reading of world literature. 

RL.9-10.7: Analyze the representation of a 
subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or 
absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée 
des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the 
Fall of Icarus). 

W.9-10.1b: Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

W.9-10.2d: Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 
 

 

 
 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Tests/Large Assessments 50% 

Quizzes/Small Assessments 30% 

Practice 10% 

SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) 10% 

 
 
Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- 
F

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

 


