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Course description* 
In this speaking and writing course, students survey a broad range of rhetorical modes, learning the critical thinking required by each 
type as well as the compositional conventions required to advance that thinking.  Argumentation, exposition, and narration are studied 
so that students can compose and deliver ideas of their own flexibly to a variety of audiences.  Students will encounter literature and 
literary nonfiction for inspiration--those that broaden and deepen their understanding of modern, global concerns.  They will also read 
texts worthy of imitation--those that communicate complex ideas with both clarity and artistry. 

 
Credit weight* 
College Prep 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

SL.910.4: Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and task. 

SL.910.4 Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

W.9-10.3d: Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and 
sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, 
events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization 
that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.9-10.2a: Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, 
and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing. 

W.9-10.1b: Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and concerns. 

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the 
United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

 RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements 
and fallacious reasoning. 

 
 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course)  

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-211-212-english-ii


TESTS / LARGE ASSESSMENTS 50 

QUIZZES / SMALL ASSESSMENTS 30 

PRACTICE 10 

SSR 10 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F 
Grades in this class will be updated weekly (minimum) and are available via the eSchool Home Access Center

 

Materials Needed 
Please bring a charged chromebook and independent reading book (SSR) to class daily.  

 
 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
 

Writing is a process of discovery and refinement. No one produces their best work after their first try. Therefore, 
students are encouraged to submit papers (essays, extended responses, etc) as many times as they wish. I will regrade 
them at no penalty to the student and accept papers up until the week before final exams. I encourage students to 
have a brief conference with me before they resubmit so that we can make a plan for effective revision.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 

http://sys.leyden212.org/lhac/?page=login

