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Course description* 
Good writing is a personal form of expression, and this course develops students’ writing abilities so that they can express their thoughts 
in effective language. Creative genres like the poem, the short story, the nonfiction essay, and the screenplay will be emphasized as will 
forms of business and technical writing. Classical and modern literature will be examined with a focus  upon the author’s purposeful use 
of language.  All English IV courses require the completion of several essays per semester and a research paper in second semester. 
 
 
 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of 
view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.D Use precise words and phrases, 
telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of 
the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
and following a standard format for citation. 
 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.B Use narrative techniques, such 
as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot 
lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 
 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course)  

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-471-472-english-iv-creative-and-technical-writing


TESTS / LARGE ASSESSMENTS 40 

QUIZZES / SMALL ASSESSMENTS 30 

PRACTICE 10 

SSR 20 (10 SSR and 10 Journaling) 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F 
Grades in this class will be updated per unit (minimum) and are available via the eSchool Home Access Center

 

Materials Needed 
Students will use their Chromebooks to complete their assignments.  
Various textbooks and handouts will be provided either  in the class or via Google Drive. 

 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
 
Essays may be revised for an updated grade. 
Any quiz or test weight assignments may be turned in late for a reduced grade. 
 

Other information 
 
Phones are not allowed during class 
Students are expected to be on-task at all times. 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 

http://sys.leyden212.org/lhac/?page=login

