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Course description* 
As a survey of American literature, this course compels students to review the major ideas or arguments our nation has considered 
throughout its history. Students will read increasingly complex texts by important American writers, investigating the issues of a 
developing and developed nation to foster their inquiry about the modern United States. Writing in a variety of modes will require 
students to analyze the rhetorical or literary devices of major texts in order to arrive at and interrogate their principal ideas or 
arguments.  Students will advance their own ideas and arguments through critical thinking that relies on evidence and reasoning and 
that recognizes valid opposing arguments.  In this way, the content and skills of this course serve the same purpose: preparing students 
for thoughtful and informed democratic citizenship in the United States. 
 
 
 
 

Credit weight* 
Honors 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view 
requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what 
is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  

RI.11-12.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a 
text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how 
style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or 
beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed. 

W.11-12.2b: Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most 
significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W.11-12.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

RL.11-12.9: Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American 
literature, including how two or more texts from the same period 
treat similar themes or topics. 

11-12.W.1c: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 
 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course)  

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-321-322-english-iii-hn


TESTS / LARGE ASSESSMENTS 50 

QUIZZES / SMALL ASSESSMENTS 30 

PRACTICE 10 

SSR 10 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 

Materials Needed 
 
 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
 
 

Other information 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 


