
 

 

 
Leyden High School District 212 

 
 

ENGLISH II Academy 

ENG221/222•  Semester, year 

Mrs. O’Malley 

email: lomalley@leyden212.org 

 

available days and hours:  

Monday-Friday after ACCESS or by appointment 

 

 

 

Course description* 

In this speaking and writing course, students survey a broad range of rhetorical modes, learning the critical thinking 

required by each type as well as the compositional conventions required to advance that thinking.  Argumentation, 

exposition, and narration are studied so that students can compose and deliver ideas of their own flexibly to a variety of 

audiences.  Students will encounter literature and literary nonfiction for inspiration--those that broaden and deepen their 

understanding of modern, global concerns.  They will also read texts worthy of imitation--those that communicate complex 

ideas with both clarity and artistry. 

 

Credit weight* 

Academy 

 

Grading*  

Link to published core curriculum map * 

 

Our classroom will follow a Standard Based Grading model. Please see the link below for more information on Standard 

Based Grading and what to expect.  

                                                                                              Link to Standard Based Grading Letter to Students and 

Parents * 

 

 

Priority Standards* 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

SL.9-10.4: Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to 

purpose, audience, and task. 

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to 

purpose, audience, and task. 

W.9-10.3d: Use precise words and phrases, telling details, 

and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 

experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the 

claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that establishes clear relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.9-10.2a: Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, 

concepts, and information to make important connections 

and distinctions;  include formatting (e.g., headings), 

graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.9-10.1b:  Develop claim(s)  and counterclaims fairly, 
supplying evidence  for each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 

anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from outside 

the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 

literature. 

 RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-221-222-english-ii-hn
https://docs.google.com/a/leyden212.org/document/d/1k-BO357elzvLzEzz2_qnhAssQKLtjENtH7HclxttNhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/leyden212.org/document/d/1k-BO357elzvLzEzz2_qnhAssQKLtjENtH7HclxttNhE/edit?usp=sharing


false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials Needed 

 

1.   The text that we are currently using (textbook, novel, hand-out, or a combo.) 

2.  

3.   CHARGED Chromebook and charger (just in case)  

4.   Folder/ binder for EIIH only 

● Google Doc folder specifically for E IIH  

5.   Writing utensil (pen/ pencil) 

6.   SSR Book  (Bring Mon,Wed,Fri)- You are responsible for checking this out on your own time.  

 

Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 

 

Practice and Participation Assignments 

 

Only students who were absent will have the opportunity to make up simple in-class assignments and one-night 

assignments. As these assignments are typically needed for instruction immediately, students who are in attendance but 

fail to complete them will receive the lowest score in the teacher’s gradebook. 

 

Students will have one day per day of absence to make up these assignments. 

 

Students who have had chronic absences must make arrangements for making up these missed, regular assignments prior 

to two weeks before the first exam. 

 

Other Assignments: Quizzes, Tests, and Projects 

 

Assignments submitted after the deadline may be subject to a daily penalty of no more than one letter grade. 

 

Assignments submitted more than one week past deadline will immediately earn the lowest grade in the teacher’s 

gradebook and will not be eligible for revision or recovery. 

 

Teachers are encouraged to allow students to revise items submitted on time or within one week of the deadline. Credit for 

revision may exceed/reverse previous late penalties. All revisions of non-active assignments MUST be completed two weeks 

before exam week. 

 

 

Other information 

 

Grade Reporting 

 

Teachers should enter a P for submitted but ungraded Quiz, Test, and Project assignments within 24 hours of their due 

date. This will serve as a check-in process. Those items not  turned in should be marked M or NS, depending on the teacher’s

gradebook 

 

Tardies  

 

We consider being on time being in your seat and starting the bell work when the bell rings. Being in the room or walking 

into the room is not enough and you will be marked tardy..  

 

If you do happen to arrive late to class, please be considerate and enter quietly so not to disturb the lesson. If you have a 

pass, quietly hand it to us. Excessive tardiness will affect your grade and may result in disciplinary action.  



 

 

 

 

 

Absences  

 

If you are absent, there is no  excuse for not doing the work.  You will be able to check  the class calendar on Open Class to 

see what you missed. There will also be a  class email list so that you can email a classmate about an assignment if you 

have a question. In other words, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get notes and assignments for the days you are absent. 

After doing the above steps, we advise you to email us if you have any further questions about the assignment. 

 

Do not ask us during class time what you missed.  That can be dealt with before school or during 11th period.  If further 

guidance is needed, we can arrange an appointment.  

When you turn in make-up work please mark it as “late” or “absent.”  If you miss a test or a quiz while you were absent 

(excused), you will need to see us before or after class to schedule a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Work  

 
Bell work is a routine way in which we will start every class. Each day of the week there will be a different type of bell work. 

You are expected to be in your seat and working on the bell work before the bell rings. Unless stated otherwise, bell work is 

individual work and should be done silently.  

 

The bell work will always be posted in the bell work folder in Open Class. 

 

SSR  

 

Reading outside of the assigned class readings is very important to practice your reading skills and ensure your success as 

a student now and in your future. Your SSR book will always be a book of your choice as long as it is approved by Ms. 

Gagliardi or Ms. Marchese.   Each student is required to read at least 400 pages a quarter (this amount is decreased when 

we are reading a novel as a class). You will maintain a reading log that keeps track of pages read of your individual SSR 

book.  

You will be required to give at least 2 book talks a semester. This is to share with your classmates what you are reading and 

what you thought about the books you chose. Any book talk given in addition to the 2 required book talks is considered 

extra credit towards your SSR grade. You MUST read the book during class as an SSR book for it to be considered for a book

talk.  

 

Book Talks need to follow this structure: 

1. Introduce the title and author  

2. Give a quick plot summary, introducing characters, and main conflict(s), but make sure not to give the ending away.  

3. Read a passage (about a page long) that you enjoyed and you think would help interest your classmates in reading the 

book.  

4. Provide a rationale for why you would recommend or not  recommend this book.  

 

*Your book talk should be about 2-5 minutes.  

*Make sure to bring the SSR book for the purpose of a visual aid and for reading the excerpt  

 

 

SDL  

 

 Throughout the year, you will be learning grammar skills to help enhance your writing. This skills will be assessed through 

quizzes and writing assignments. At some point in the semester, you may be chosen to give a revision conference on that 

particular SDL or stylistic skill. Ms. Marchese and Mrs. Gagliardi will explain the revision conferences in more detail in class.  

 

 



 

 


