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Course description* 
"What is an American?" This question and many more are explored in American Studies, a course where students gain insight into what 
we've done as a nation and what we've thought, felt, and dreamt. The synergy of topics in American history and American literature 
provides more material, modes, and time for asking essential questions about our nation's development. By exploring recurring themes 
in literature and history, students recognize the connectedness of human experience. Ultimately, they gain a better understanding of the 
development of the United States and their roles as citizens in this nation. Students must enroll in English III American Studies and U.S. 
History American Studies concurrently. 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep  

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

 

US History Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 50 % 

Quizzes (Small Assessments) 50 % 

English III Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 50% 

Quizzes (Small Assessments) 30% 

Practice 10% 

SSR 10% 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

 

Materials Needed 
Students must have the following everyday when they walk into class:  

➔ A charged Chromebook and charger 
➔ Earbuds/headphones 
➔ Organizational materials: folder or binder to be used only for American Studies materials, small amount of notebook paper 
➔ Writing utensils 
➔ Copy of assigned texts they might be reading for American Literature  

 
US History Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 

➔ Large assessments: Students able to turn in late work up until the end of the semester. 
◆ Examples: unit written assessments, essays, projects. 

➔ Small assessments: No late work will be accepted. 
◆ Examples: overnight homework, blogposts 
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English III Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 

➔ No late homework (practice) will be accepted. 
➔ Small and large assessments will be accepted late with a reduction in credit. 
➔ Students must be responsible to schedule make-ups for small and large assessments in a timely manner in fairness to all 

students in the course.  

 
Other information 
Although American Studies is taught as one course, there will be two grades; one for US History and one for American Literature. 
Grading will vary based on the task.  For example, a primarily history-oriented task will be graded by Ms. Holtgrewe and will appear only 
in the US History gradebook.  In larger written assessments where students use knowledge and skills from both courses, the exam will be 
graded by both instructors and the grades will be placed in both gradebooks.  Please note that the grades for the two classes might, and 
probably will be, different.  
 
As this is a two-period course, timely attendance to both second and third periods is mandatory.  Our goal is to use time in class as 
effectively as possible, bell to bell, in order for students to have the greatest opportunity to practice their skills and work the texts while 
having access to a teacher to guide them.  With this in mind, tardies are detrimental to both individual learning and whole-group 
activities and will be documented for both sections.  
 
 
 

 Priority Standards* 
This is what you we expect students to be able to know, do and think about by the end of the school year.  Each assessment will be 
linked to one or more of these standards. 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 

or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly and to make 

logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 

to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Explain and define the basic principles of the US and IL Constitution 
and government. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

 

Analyzes and evaluates the political, economic , and social  events 
from before the Civil War.  
 

 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 
order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 
take. 

Analyzes  and evaluates the causes of the the Civil War  
 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 

or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

Analyzes and evaluates the issues surrounding Reconstruction of the 
Union. 

Analyze the strategies and achievements  of groups or people that 
have fought to share in the rights and responsibility of citizenship.  
 

Analyzes and evaluates the reasons and effects for American 
involvement at the turn of the century.  

Analyzes and evaluates the economic, political and social motivations 
and effects of American involvement in international affairs, such as: 
Imperialism, world wars, Cold War.  
 
 

Analyze  the different political ideologies in regard to the role and 
power of the federal government.  

Analyze  the different political ideologies in regard to the role and 

power of the federal government. 

Analyze the strategies and achievements  of groups or people that 
have fought to share in the rights and responsibility of citizenship.  
 

Analyze a variety of texts in order to understand how a time period 

and its literature reflect one another. 

Analyzes and evaluates the economic, political and social motivations 
and effects of American involvement in international affairs, such as: 
Imperialism, world wars, Cold War.  

 

 



  

 
 


