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Course description* 
This one-semester course deals with the study of jurisprudence and the American court system. The focus of material includes 
Constitutional law, family law, and criminal law. Students will engage in a mock trial. Special emphasis is placed on the development of 
reading, writing, technology, and oral presentation skills. 
 
 
 

Credit weight* 
College Prep  

 

 

 
Priority Standards* 

 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well 
as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out 

the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing 

feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 

Analyze and evaluate the development of individual rights and liberties through Supreme Court decisions and the resulting impact on 
the citizenry. 

Analyze the Criminal Justice process from beginning to end.Compare and contrast civil vs. criminal law and felonies vs. misdemeanors. 
 

Apply constitutional principles to real-life examples. 
 

 
Classify laws as federal, state, and/or local. 

Determine how laws are created through the legislative process.  
 

Identify limitations on the right to free speech, and apply these limitations to real-life situations involving US citizens. 



Distinguish between the free exercise and establishment clauses of the US Constitution. 
 
 

Distinguishes between different types of crime.  

 
 

Grading Categories* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

 Category Percent Weights* 
(Common for all instructors of this course) 

Unit Assessments (Common for all instructors of this course) 50 % 

Quizzes 25 % 

Homework 25 % 

 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F 
Grades in this class will be updated weekly (minimum) and are available via the eSchool Home Access Center

 

Materials Needed 
 
Chromebook 
Pencil / Pen 
Paper 
Folder 

 
Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy 
 
LAte work is 20% per day late. It is better to get it turned in late rather than letting the value drop to zero 
 

Other information 
 
The long version of the syllabus is linked on the class website found on Open Class 

 
 

  

  

 
 

http://sys.leyden212.org/lhac/?page=login

